-< i 


A Century of Faith 



Church built in 1886 



Church built In 1948 


St. Helena’s Catholic Church 

Ellendale, North Dakota 

Centennial Celebration 
June 10, 1982 




Dear Members of St. Helena's Parish, 

By our Centennial celebration we mark an important milestone. But 
more importantly, we celebrate our history. One hundred years ago the 
Catholics of Ellendale would meet on Sunday mornings with a visiting 
priest in someone’s living room for Mass and prayer. The Community 
was born. 

Today we have a beautiful church, an education center, and a 
spacious rectory with a resident priest. We owe our gratitude to those 
who have gone before us for these facilities. 

But more importantly we owe our gratitude to those who have gone 
before us for the faith they have handed on to us, for keeping alive and 
well a “Community of believers” in Ellendale. It makes it possible for us to 
belong to a Catholic community. 

Each of us who belongs to this Community becomes part of its 
history. Each of us will be part of its past and part of its future. We are 
shaping the history of St. Helena’s, whether we like it or not, because we 
are its history. As we celebrate its past we are already shaping its future. 

I hope we will be able to give to our children and to all who follow us as 
much as we have received from our predecessors. 

The faith has been entrusted to us. 

We are the “Community of believers”. 

Let us give thanks and rejoice. 
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Sincerely, 



Fr. Richard J. Gross 


ST. HELENA 

St. Helena, the patron saint of St. Helena’s, was born as the daughter 
of an innkeeper at Drepanum in Bithynia. 

In 270 she married a Roman general and their son later became the 
Emperor Constantine of Rome. She was converted to the church at the 
age of 63 but became a devout servant of Christ that one might have 
believed she had been a Christian from childhood. 


She assisted in the churches amidst the people in modest and plain 
attire. She made use of the treasures of the Roman Empire in generous 
alms giving and she became the mother of the poor and distressed. 

At the age of 80, St. Helena was overseer to the building of the church 
built at the site of Golgotha and the holy sepulchre. She 
burned with a desire to find the cross upon which Christ 
was crucified and upon this discovery she was said to 
have worshipped not tOe wood, but the King, He who 
had hung on the wood. 


St. Helena spent her last days in Palestine 
where she was kind and charitable to all, looking 
upon herself as servant of the handmaids of 
Christ instead of as an empress of the world and 
mistress of the empire._ 

She died in 330 A.D. Her feast is 
celebrated on August 18. It is only a little 
unimportant feast day; but there is a big one 
to celebrate what she did. And this feast 
is on May 3rd and is called "The Finding 
of the Holy Cross". 
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HISTORY IN REVIEW OF 
ST. HELENA’S PARISH 


1880.Fr. Robert W. Haire said first Mass in Patrick King 

home in Ellendale. 

1886.Purchased lot for $50.00 to build church, 

1888.Ellendale became a mission. Borrowed $1000,00 

($800 for church and $200 for furnishings): 

1890-1897 .Fr. John Dillon served Ellendale 

from Lidgerwood and Oakes. 

1897.Fr. Ferdinand Zumbusch served Ellendale from Oakes 

1901.Ellendale became a parish. 

1901-1905 . Fr. D.J. O’Callaghan became first resident pastor. 

Purchased first rectory and moved it behind the church. 

1905. Fr. John Baker was pastor from 8-22-1905 to 11 -26-1905. 

1906-1916 . Fr. John 0. Duffy served as pastor. 

1916-1920 .Fr. Joseph Berne was pastor. 

1920- 1921 . Fr. Jas. J. McCool was pastor from 

Sept. 1920 to Feb. 1921, 

1921- 1940 . Fr. Robert V. Long served as pastor. Ellendale 

became a mission attached to Edgeley. 

1925.Cemetery land developed. 

1927.Altar Society remodeled parsonage for a 

parish social center. 

1940-1943 .Fr. John. L. McHugh was pastor until he 

became U.S. Army Chaplain. 

1941.Purchased second rectory. Sold original one. 

1943-1979 .Fr. Charles F. Veach became pastor 

and served almost 36 years. 

1947 .Purchased adjoining lots to start extensive 

building program. 

1948 .Held first services in new church basement. 

1 964. Purchased additional lot for future site 

of Parish Center. 

1966.Purchased Episcopal Church property for parking 

lot. Entire south side of block now owned by 
St. Helena. Built new rectory. 
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1968.Bell tower erected. 

1973.Built the Parish Center and connected it to 

church and rectory. 

1975-1976 .Installed stained glass windows in church. 

1- 14-79.Fr. Veach retired. 

2- 01-79.Fr. Richard J. Gross assumed pastorate of 

Ellendale and Fullerton. 


At times during the past century, the priests from Ellendale have served 
the following churches: Havana, Cakes, Streeter, Fredonia, Ashley, 
Gackle, Milnor, Fullerton, Jud, Rutland, Forbes, Monango, Cogswell, 
Kulm, Nortonville and Edgeley. Fullerton has always been a mission of 
Ellendale. 




We are walking In the footprints 

of those who have gone before. 
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ST. HELEKA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 



St. Helena’s will be observing its 100th anniversary on June 10,1982 
with Bishop Justin Driscoll as the main celebrant at the Mass. While the 
original church was built during the years of 1886 to 1900, it is known that 
a Father Robert W. Haire, a mission priest, celebrated Mass in homes of 
Ellendale residents as early as 1880. The first Mass was held in the 
Patrick King home. 

Father Haire, with a colony of Catholics, had come from Flint, 
Michigan in the spring of 1880 and settled at the junction of the James 
and Elm Rivers in Brown County, Dakota Territory. He served a vast 
parish from Springfield, Minnesota to Oakes and Jamestown, west to the 
Missouri River and south to Redfield and Huron. The early priests 
endured many hardships as they traveled by oxen teams and wagons to 
serve their missions. 

Plans for the erection of a Catholic Church here were formulated on 
September 23, 1886. Patrick King and L. Van Hecke, two trustees, 
purchased Lot 12 in Block 22, First Addition to Ellendale. The lot was 
purchased for $75.00. It is reported $1,000.00 was borrowed with 
$800.00 used for the church and $200.00 for the furnishings. Mr. King 
supervised the erection of the building, which had a seating capacity of 
125, as neither an architect or a contractor was engaged. Labor was 
supplied by the grateful pioneer Catholics who had come from remote 
places to make Ellendale their home and they gave generously of their 
time so they would have a place to worship. 
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Money was always scarce and the perseverence of its members 
prevailed. When the coal collection failed to bring in enough funds forthe 
heating, parishioners would bring a scuttle of coal to heat the church 
during Mass. 

The ladles, banded together as the Altar Society, raised funds for 
improvements. The first furnace was installed in 1922. This meant 
digging a basement to put it in as well as a chimney and concrete walls. 
Other improvements were a choir loft, sacristy, confessional, sanctuary 
carpeting and rubber matting laid in the aisle. Up to that time these 
comforts were unknown to St. Helena’s. 

Father D. J. O’Callaghan was assigned as the first resident priest in 
1896 and he remained here until 1905. Prior to his arrival here, Ellendale 
had been a Station and later a Mission, being served by priests from other 
communities. Some of these priests were Fr. Dillon of Lidgerwood, Fr. 
Zumbush of Oakes, and Frs. Henz and Hanley whose locations were 
unknown. 

Following O’Callaghan’s arrival here, a parsonage was established 
behind the church and this was used until the early 1940’s. (See separate 
story on Parish Rectories.) 

Fr. J. F. Baker succeeded Fr. O’Callaghan for a short time before 
going to Oakes. Fr. John Duffy was a resident priest here until 1912. He is 
credited for starting the first written records of St. Helena’s now available. 
(Previous records were destroyed by fire, it is said.). Some of the first 
baptisms on record here are those of Josephine Elizabeth Kelsh, 
daughter of Timothy and Catherine Zemonek Kelsh of Fullerton baptized 
on April 28, 1908, and Dennis R. Hafey, son of Edmund and Marianna 
Whelan Hafey, and George W. Gayman, son of William and Regina 
Roggenkamp Gayman, both baptized on May 8,1908. The first marriage 
recorded took place June 22, 1908 and is that of Mathew Whelan and 
Gunda Hove. It is interesting to note that a great-grandson of this couple 
made his First Holy Commonion on May 2,1982. Mathew Thorpe, son of 
Leslie and Melvina Thorpe, is a fifth generation member of the Whelan 
family to attend St. Helena’s. Records during the time St. Helena’s was 
served as a mission from neighboring parishes were kept in the churches 
which were the residence of the parish priest, such as Oakes and 
EfJgeley. 

Fr. Jas. J. McCool followed Mr. Duffy and served one year. Fr. Joseph 
Berne was stationed here next until 1920. Then for a number of years 
Ellendale was without a resident priest. The parish was served by Fr. R. V. 
Long of Edgeley and his assistants from 1921 until 1940. 

Fr. Long’s parish at Edgeley, considered to be the poorest in the Fargo 
diocese covered an area of 5000 square miles. In addition to Edgeley, it 
included the towns of Ellendale, Ashley, Forbes, Fullerton, Monango, Ju'd, 
Nortonville and Gackle. He was instrumental in building churches iri 
Forbes and Fullerton. 
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Land for the cemetery was purchased from Sam Meachem in the 
early years. It was not until 1925 when any improvements were made. 

Under Fr. Long s supervision the land was surveyed, trees planted and a 
fence built. ’ ^ 

tnfn was appointed the resident priest here in July, 

1940, and served until August, 1943. He was then commissioned 
Chaplain in the U.S Army, serving in that capacity until 1954. Fr. McHugh 
died in Ireland on May 23 , 1979 . 

The Charles F. Veach, offered his first Mass here 

August 15, 1943^ He Served Ellendale and the Fullerton mission for 
almost 36 years. At one time he also served Ashley, traveling 120 miles to 
offer three Masses each Sunday. 

Upon his arrival Fr. Veach soon became aware that the old church 
was inadequate for the increasing congregation and commenced plans 
tor the erection of a new church building. Lots west of the old church 
were purchased. As soon as it was financially possible, work was started. 
Much of the initial \vork vvas done by Fr. Veach and his parishioners. 
Mass was celebrated m November, 1948 in the shell of the new edifice, 
bt. Patrick s at Fullerton purchased the old church and it now serves that 
congregation. It took several years to complete the building and it was 
not unusual for parishioners to attend Mass with the scaffolding standing 
Id® P®ws. Everyone participated in raising funds for the new 
church. The men provided the labor and machinery for “farming bees”; 
the Altar Society served dinners, food sales and held bazaars and raffles; 
the youth started a second Sunday collection for the purchase of a new 
organ. Proceeds from the lenten folders were used to purchase some of 
the furnishings. 

There was also a need for a new rectory. The J. R. Crowley and 
Marvin Brown homes vvere purchased and used as temporary 
headquarters for the pastor. In 1966 a new rectory was built east of the 
church on the site of the original parsonage at a cost of $41,000. 

Other improvements followed. The John Callan family donated the 
bell rower in 1968. A Catechetical Center with twelve classrooms for 
religious education was built in 1973 at a cost of $120,000. The Episcopal 
Church property on the west end of the block was bought and leveled for 
a parking lot. The Center was connected to the church by a ramp and the 
rectory was also connected to the church. The pastor no longer needs to 
go outside to go between the buildings. Eighteen beautiful stained glass 
windows were installed, the work being completed in 1976. 

Fr. Veach became known as the “Farming Priest”. During the week he 
was tilling “God's Acres", Much of the debt on St. Helena’s complex was 
paid through his farming endeavors, which was greatly appreciated by 
his parishioners. On Jon t 4 , 1979 the parish honored him on his 
retirement with an open house. When he retired, St. Helena’s had one of 
the nicest sets of buildings in the Fargo diocese; and best of all, the parish 
was debt free. 
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Fr. Richard J. Gross became the spiritual leader on Feb. 1, 1979, 
continuing to serve as pastor of St. Helena’s and the mission at Fullerton. 

Among the early members of the congregation were the families of 
Patrick King, John Crowley, Martin Mangold, Michael Bolen, John Leffek, 
Phillip Randall, John Rehberg, James Hunt, Ed McEntee, Henry and 
James McConville, Patrick Whelan, John McGinnis, Patrick McShane, 
James and Thomas Wallace, Jacob and Peter Smith, James Coyle, 
Patrick Bowler, John Early, Phillip Dawson, John Keough, Hugh William, 
Fannie and Grace Helferty and Theresa Maier. 

. Several descendants of these families are present members of St. 
Helena’s. They include Walter A. Smith, son of Peter Smith; Theresa 
McConville Begin, daughter of Henry McConville; Mae Brotherton Smith, 
Marion Newton Dunphy, and Dennis Whelan, grandchildren of Patrick 
Whelan. Several great-grandchildren are also present members. 
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A CENTURY HAS PASSED 

— Shelda Flynn 


A hundred years ago! That’s when Chester Arthur was president 
and Ellendale’s plains were laid. 

That was before the Great World War and even before TV was made. 

That must have been before clothes dryers and my washing machine, 
because they tell me they used to scrub on boards to get their 
clothing clean. 

To some it has been years and years, the century has passed. 

To others it’s just been days that have gone by so fast. 

St. Helena found the wood of the cross, that’s what she’s noted for. 
So let us say a prayer to her when we walk through her door. 

I remember Mr. Crowley, may the good Lord rest his soul. 

He kept St. Helena’s Church warm, by furnishing the coal. 

Many priests have come and gone, and many patrons too. 

I’m sure St. Helena blessed them all, and now there’s me and you. 

Fr. Long was such a kind and thoughtful man. 

He was always there to say, “I will help you if I can". 

When he was no longer with us, Fr. McHugh did take his place. 

Only for a few years, then he went into the Army and set a different pace. 

When Fr. Veach came, to build a church was his biggest dream. 

And to get it started, we’d have to work together as a team. 

Before this young ambitious priest came we just rolled along with the tide. 
But he was about to change all that, and he would be our guide. 

“We’ll have to get the farmers with their plows, drags and drills.” 

And he did, and it seems that was another of his thrills. 

Now don’t ever think the women were left out. 

They would also work together, but take a different route. 

Mary, you bake the beans. Loretta, will you bring the jell? 

Fried chicken. Rose? Oh, yes, that always goes so well! 

Eve, don’t forget the mashed potatoes, and. the gravy too. 

Lena, you’re bringing salad? Remember, we’re feeding quite a few. 

That was how those men were fed, and all working together we found 
that the seeds of faith, hope and charity were worked into the ground. 

And with the good Lord’s blessings of his sunshine and the rain, 
these seeds brought forth a bountiful crop of grain. 

I remember one time, when our fall dinner was just days ahead. 

We were washing up the dishes, so the people could be fed. 

Our tables then, weren’t as they are today, 

Just boards, tacked together, and often they would sway. 
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With all the dishes clean, and all piled so high, 

we heard a terrible crash, and we thought that we would die! 

But Father jumped into his car, and no time did that man lose, 
to the Fargo warehouse, and another set he did choose. 

Then there was the time we served lunch at an auction sale, 
a stove we needed. Father said, “I’ll bring it, never fail!" 

So he loaded it and westward he was bound. 

But he met this truck, the stove flew high and lit upon the ground. 

When Father stopped and took a look, it just made him sick. 

So - “Back to town, I better go, and I’d better make it quick!” 

Now we were getting restless and coffee we had not. 

For people started coming, and the hot dogs were not hot. 

But here comes Father as he said, “He would never fail”. 

He told us what had happened, we could hardly believe his tale. 

And so my friends, that is how our building fund was started. 

Many of us still enjoy it, but several have since departed. 

When the excavation was done, we had a terrible rain, 
and I think, all of it, into that hole did drain. 

So here they came with scoop, bucket and pail, 
many backs were aching, but all that water, they did bail. 

Then came men with hammers, nails and saws. 

Some carpenters by trade, other volunteers, but all working for the cause. 

All of this took many months and many prayers to build. 

When Mass was said in the new church basement. Father’s dream was 
nearly filled. 

We have to have a rectory for that old house will not do. 

And a catechetical center, we have to think of our children too. 

So the people worked, days and years - my how they passed. 

And in 1976, Father’s dreams were fulfilled at last. 

Now Father had a way, and much to our chagrin, 

if he talked long and fast enough, we’d be thinking just like him. 

Now this gal was making plans, from which she would not sway, 
but she had this talk with Father, and they ended up his way. 

I have told you many things I probably should have kept within, 
but to talk about them today, really makes us grin. 

When Father Veach had to leave, he was just like our next of kin. 

We thought we could never find, another priest like him. 

When Father Gross arrived we said, “You have a big pair of shoes to fill”. 
Well, Bless his heart, you know what? I surely think he will. 

Fr. Gross is a priest with a different dream come true, 

I think the man is trying, to . make a better me and you. 

So Father Gross, credit I will give thee. 

If you can not do a thing with them, please make a better me. 
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PARISH RECTORIES 



Rectory built in 1966 

When St. Helena’s became a parish in 1901 Fr. D. J. O’Callaghan was 
assigned as the first resident priest. It was necessary that there be a 
parsonage. A building from across the street was purchased from D. A. 
White and moved onto the back of the church lot. Here he made a home 
for several boys who were attending college, among them the late Fr. R. 
V. Long who later served this parish as a mission priest. In 1921 when 
Ellendale again became attached to Edgeley as a mission, the rectory 
was rented and the tenant served as a part time caretaker of the church 
property until another priest was assigned here. In 1927 the Altar Society 
remodeled the second floor of this rectory into space to hold meetings 
and social gatherings. 

In the early 1940’s the Herman Zinter home just west of the church 
was bought and it was occupied by Fr. John L. McHugh until he entered 
the service. The original rectory was moved to the corner of 5th Ave. and 
3rd St. N. 

With the coming of Fr. C. F. Veach in 1943 plans were formulated to 
build a new church on the site of the parish house. This home was then 
moved across the alley and occupied for several years. When J. R. 
Crowley, a long-time trustee of St. Helena’s, retired and moved to 
California he sold his home and furnishings to St. Helena’s. This large 
two-story home, located two doors east of the church in the adjacent 
block, became Fr. Veach’s headquarters. In 1964 Fr. Veach made 
another move to the Marvin Brown home just west of the church and the 
Crowley property was sold. The Brown house was to be only a temporary 
residence as there were plans for a new modern rectory. This home was 
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sold and moved as the Catechetical Center was built on this location. 

In the summer of 1966 another part of Fr. Veach’s dream for St. 
Helena’s became a reality. On the site of the original parsonage east of 
the church, a beautiful rectory was constructed at a cost of $41,000 
provided with a loan from the diocese. The home is modern in every 
respect. On the main floor, space is provided for a spacious office, living 
quarters for the pastor as well as for a housekeeper. The basement 
provides quarters for an assistant priest and a parish youth center. At the 
time of construction, the local college enrollment was steadily increasing 
and it was thought some day Ellendale would need to have an assistant 
priest. The final payment on this debt was made in January, 1979. 

St. Helena’s is proud to have this nice home which is now occupied by 
Fr. Richard J. Gross and his beloved dog. Abbey. 


BELLS 



Bells - 1968 


' On August 4, 1968 the new bells at St. Helena’s were blessed and 
their melodic sounds echoed through the air. These bells were a gift from 
the children of John and Emma Callan, former parishioners. 

The solid bronze bells were cast in Holland and buried in sand to age. 
They were then shipped to the I. T. Verdin Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio for 
tuning. The bells on the south side are inscribed with the names of 
“John”, “Emma” and “St. Helena’s Church”. On the north side they read, 
top to bottom, “Glory be to the Father”, “Praise be to Jesus Christ” and 
“Come Holy Spirit”. 

At the top of the bell tower is an aluminum cross which is illuminated 
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from below at night by a small floodlight. At the base of the tower is 
ornamental brick work and the church bulletin board, which is also 
illuminated. The lights are controlled by automatic photo-electric 
controls to turn them on at dusk and off at dawn. 

These lofty bells sound the Angelus three times daily. They are also 
rung for funerals and other special occasions. The Angelus devotion 
dates from the 14th century. This devotion honors the Incarnation and 
consists essentially in the triple repitition of the Hail Mary, to which have 
been added three introductory verses taken from scripture and a 
concluding verse and prayer. 

Each of the bells is equipped with solenoid-actuated clappers. The 
control circuit runs in underground conduit from the tower’s base to a 
large control panel located in the church. The controls permit both 
automatic and manual ringing of any bell or any combination of bells. A 
time clock is also introduced into the circuit to permit programming of the 
bells to ring at any set time each day. 

The largest bell weighs approximately 1500 pounds, and the two 
smaller bells another 1500 pounds, making their weight almost 3000 
pounds. The steel supporting tower weighs another two tons and the 
entire structure is supported on a concrete platform sunk six feet into the 
ground. The Dahme Construction Co. of Aberdeen, SD raised the tower 
and placed the bells, while Marvick Electric of Ellendale was in charge of 
installing the controls and circuitry. 


CATECHETICAL CENTER 



Center - Built in 1973 

This building which measures 50’ x 88’ was the last of the buildings to 
be erected in St. Helena’s complex. It was built in the fall of 1973 at an 
approximate cost of $120,000. 
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It was constructed and finished by Kendall Construction of Ellendale. 
Joe Fischer was the general supervisor. The electrical contract was held 
by Harold Redmond who was assisted by Paul and Walter Scherman. 
John Fehr did the plumbing and Kay Brown and Marian Diemert did the 
styling. Members of the Planning and Finance Committee were: Gerald 
Mangin, Vincent Nicolai, Robert Betting, Joe Fischer, Dr. R. Brown, Pete 
Flynn, Jr., Ed Kitzinger and Marvin Grueneich. 

This beautiful building contains 12 classrooms for C C D classes, an 
office, mall, kitchen, store room and two bathrooms. It is connected to the 
church by an indoor ramp. It is heated electrically and is completely air 
conditioned. 

The outside walls of the class rooms are covered with carpeting for 
insulation as well as soundproofing. The floors in these rooms are also 
carpeted. There is an intercom system which permits communications 
with all classrooms from the office. 

The kitchen is completely equipped. It has a stove with a self¬ 
cleaning oven, two additional built-in ovens, refrigerator, garbage 
disposal, three sinks and trash compacter. 

In addition to holding CCD classes in this building, the Center is used 
for meeting purposes, serving of social functions and breakfasts after the 
early Masses. 

The Catechetical Center was blessed by Bishop Driscoll in April, 
1974. 


STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


Sanctuary Windows: 

Right - St. Luke (Ox head) 

St. John (Eagle Head) 

Left - St. Matthew (Human Figure) 
St. Mark (Lion Head) 

Balcony Windows 

Holy Family & St. Joseph 
Prince of Peace 
Blessed Mother 

Windows In Assembly Area: 



1. St. Isidore - (Patron saint of the day-laborer, with his walking plow) 

2. The Father - (Creation of Heaven and Earth by God’s hand.) 

3. Christ the King - (Symbolizes Christ’s coming as a fulfillment of 

what God has done in the Old Testament.) 
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4. Holy Year, 1975 - (Holy Spirit) 

5. Pope’s Window - (Emphasizes visible and institutional character 

of the church.) 

6. St. Helena - (She found the wooden cross in Jerusalem and is 

patron saint of the Ellendale church.) 

7. Baptism - (Symbolizes Holy Spirit, flowing water fount, wheat, 

grapes and chalice.) 

8. Confirmation - (Symbols include Bishop’s Mitre (hat), the Crosier 

(pastoral staff) Chi Rho (symbol of Christ), Dove (Holy Spirit).) 

9. Appearance of Blessed Mother at Fatima in 1917 - (Reminds us of 

her request for praying the rosary, penance and reparation.) 

10. Charity - (Symbolizes that love is the central point in Christ’s 
teachings.) 

11. Life - (Reflects both material and spiritual aspects of man.) 

12. Community - (Symbolizes our unity in the Church because of the 

love of the Trinity which has brought us together.) 

13. 20th Century Farming - (Depicts the contrast to St. Isidore. God’s 

plan for us is to be co-creators with Him to develop our world 
in partnership with Him. Man places himself at the service of 
his brothers.) 

These windows created of antique glass were designed and 
manufactured by Terhaar of Cold Spring, MN. They are truly a work of art. 
As the sun casts its rays through them, colors will dance and play back 
and forth day after day as long as they exist. 


ALTAR SOCIETY 

The women of St. Helena’s have played an integral part in the 
construction and maintenance of this parish. It is impossible to list all 
individuals who have been members of this organization. Each one has 
done their part, individually and in groups, as an officer, cook, 
dishwasher, waitress, church cleaner, flower arranger or laundry washer. 
Their many prayers have made this organization what it is today. 

Prior to the early 1960’s there was only one group of women banded 
together as the Altar Society. They had a president, vice-president and 
secretary-treasurer. With our extensive parish building project it was 
impossible to secure someone for the presidency because of the time 
involved. Seven individual circles were formed. One group was 
composed of senior citizens who met for spiritual and social purposes. 
Each of the other six groups were responsible for all activities occuring 
within their designated two-month period, such as weddings, funerals, 
planning fund raising affairs, breakfasts, church cleaning and parish get- 
togethers. With the decreasing number of parishioners, there were four 


14 


circles for many years. We presently have three circles, St. Ann’s, St. 
Angela’s and St. Monica’s. Each group is in charge of a four-month 
period of activities. For large functions, such as the fall bazaar, all the 
circle chairmen do the planning. 

We presently have only a General Secretary and Treasurer as 
officers. Each circle has its own officers. When meetings are held for the 
entire group the presiding officer is the chairman of the circle in charge of 
the activities at that time. This gives us more community involvement for 
leadership. 

St. Helena’s Altar Society became affiliated with the 
Archconfraternity of Christian Mothers in 1956. On June 4,1981 Father 
Bernard Roll of the National Headquarters in Pittsburgh, PA celebrated 
the Mass in observance of our 25th Anniversary of joining this 
organization. 


CHOIR 

Many parishioners have participated in the music for the services at 
St. Helena’s. The melodic background of the Latin High Masses, even 
though one could not speak the language, permitted one to drift into his 
own little world of communication with God in individual thoughts. 

Miss Katie King was one of the first organists. Others who have 
shared their musical talent at the keyboard have been Margaret Rehberg 
Van Garven, Maude Miller, Emily Jane Callan HonI, Frances DuRand 
Marttila, Irene Brennan Wade, Dorie Baer, Jane Visto, and Bernadette 
Mastel McNeil. Some of the high school and college students have been 
Phyllis Fleming Falcao, Jean Erickson, Mary Jean Donahe Prueher, Mary 
Kay Fischer Ulmer, DeLayne Baer Thoms, Marilyn Mastel Baer, Monica 
Betting Peldo, Dan Betting and Jeanne Eberle. It is impossible to list all 
those who have rendered vocal or instrumental solos. 

The Masses and hymns which were previously sung by choir 
members have now given way to congregational participation. 

St. Helena’s had a youth choir directed by Monica and Toni Betting. 

Marian Diemert is presently the music director. 


CCD PROGRAM 

In the Spring of 1964 after vacation school the Presentation Sisters of 
Aberdeen announced that they would no longer be able to conduct 
classes the following year. With the help of the nuns from the Fargo 
Diocesan Office of Education a Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
(C C D) Program was set up that fall. There was much apprehension 
among St. Helena’s members regarding capabilities to carry out such a 
program. 
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Classrooms were set up in the Cry-Room, sacristy, flower room, choir 
loft and in the church basement. After a year’s struggle some optimism 
appeared and the program took on more momentum as parents realized, 
more and more, it was their responsibility to help educate and pass on a 
strong faith to their children. 

Bake sales were held to help defray expenses of much needed 
classroom materials, year-end awards, picnics, etc. 

When the rectory was built, classrooms were set up wherever space 
was available and the program continued to flourish. The completion of 
the beautiful Catechetical Center in 1973 was a dream come true and St. 
Helena's CCD teachers walked into those new classrooms with great 
pride and a feeling of accomplishment. 

One of St. Helena’s parishioners who has participated in C C D the 
longest is Kay Fischer. She has been in charge of preparing the First Holy 
Communicants since the inception of the program. 



Fr. Duffy and First Holy Communion Class - Between 1908 & 1916 


CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGAHIZATIOH 

(CYO) 

In April of 1979 a Youth Center for students in grade 7 and older was 
established in the rectory basement. It was furnished with 2 ping pong 
tables, a pool table, a radio and phonograph, telephone, coke dispenser 
and a few items of furniture. Father Gross appointed Susan Hougton, 
Debbie Radtke, Dan Betting, Glen Mastel and Dennis Falk to a committee 
to form a youth organization. Toni Betting was appointed Youth Advisor. 

In 1981 the organization became affiliated with the Diocesan Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) and they elected their first officers who were: 
Tim Radtke, President; Paul Betting, Vice President; Mary Radtke, 




Treasurer; and Audrey Zvorak, Secretary. A board of directors was 
chosen from the youth with 2 members from each grade serving for a 
term of one year. The present officers of the CYO are Paul Betting, i; 

President; Adam Zvorak, Vice President; Paula Hunt, Secretary and 
Debbie Radtke, Treasurer. ' 

Projects of the CYO have included a Father’s Day breakfast; packing 
clothes for the fall clothing drive; Halloween parties for the parish; } 

Retreats; bingo at the Golden Rule Home; bake sales; Easter Egg Hunts 
for the young people of the parish after Mass on Easter Sunday and | 

Easter baskets with spiritual bouquets from CYO members for the I 

elderly; helping with the fall bazaar; Family Nights for the parish and « 

attendance at the Diocesan CYO convention. ^ 

'■A 


PARISH COUNCIL 

In response to the recommendation of the Fathers of the Second ? 

Vatican Council that parish councils be formed in dioceses to assist in I 

the apostolic work of the church, St. Helena’s formed its first parish | 

council in 1980. This council consisted of the Pastor, two Trustees and 
one member elected by each of the following groups: Altar Society, CYO, f 

CCD Board, Liturgy Committee, Activity Committee, Building and | 

Finance, and Family and Spiritual Life Committee. h 

With enthusiasm and also faltering steps, we began a change from | 

nearly all decisions being made by the parish priest to a joint effort of y 

priest and laity sharing the responsibility in the mission of the parish. The 3 

council functioned quite well the first year but a need for further 1 

organization was recognized. In January, 1982, a Constitution and By | 

Laws of the Parish Council of St. Helena’s was drawn up following the i 

general guidelines from the Diocese Office. We now hold elections in the | 

parish annually and the present Council consists of 3 men, 3 women, 2 ^ 

youth grades 10 or 11, and the Pastor as an ex officio member. The | 

council is the policy making body for all matters of the Parish including 
spiritual, educational, social and financial. * 

With God’s help, the Parish Council has begun to accomplish our | 

mission and we trust the community of St. Helena’s will continue to reach * 

its goals as we journey forward with optimistic faith into our second • 

century. 
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RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS 



Sr. Mary Aghna McGannon 


SISTER AGHNA: Mary McGannon was the daughter of James and 
Margaret McGannon, who came to make Dickey County and Ellendale 
their home in 1902. She was born on a farm west of Ellendale. made her' 
First Communion and was confirmed by Bishop O’Reilly in St. Helena’s 
little church. She graduated from Ellendale High School in 1924. She 
entered St. Joseph’s Novitiate August 15,1924 at St. Paul, MN. She then 
attended St. Catherine’s College there and graduated with a degree in 
science. She then attended the Diocesan Teachers’ College and 
graduated with a degree in education. She later attended the University 
of Minnesota and studied science and medicine. She taught parochial 
schools for fifty years. All her teaching experience was in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, except for eight years spent at Grand Forks, ND. She is 
presently retired from teaching and works as a receptionist at St. 
Joseph’s Provincial House, St. Paul, MN. 


BROTHER JULIUS TIMOTHY: John, as he will always be 
remembered to Ellendale residents, was the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
McNary, former parishioners of St. Helena’s. John was born in Ellendale 
April 4, 1922. He attended Ellendale Public School through the sixth 
grade and finished grade school at Nativity in St. Paul, graduating from 
Cretin High School in 1940. He entered the Christian Brothers’ Novitiate 
at Glencoe, MO that fall and it was at that time he was given the name by 
which he is now known - Brother Julius Timothy, F. S. C. He attended St. 
Mary’s College, Winona, MN, and took his final vows in 1947 at Beaver 
Island, MN. He received his masters degree from dePaul University and 
followed with work at the University of Minnesota, Notre Dame. He has 
been a teacher at De La Salle High School. Chicago, IL and Christian 
Brothers High School at Memphis. TN. He has been Director of Guidance 
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at St. George High School, Evanston, IL. and Vocational Director of the St. 
Louis Province of Christian Brothers. He is presently at the Christian 
Brothers College at Memphis, TN, and since 1981 has been Department 
Head for the Career Development Department. 

FATHER JOHN TOBIN: Although not a native of the Ellendale parish. 
Father John Tobin was the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tobin who 
were devoted members of St. Helena’s. He was born on April 18,1898 
and was raised on a farm near Madison, SD. He spent only two years of 
his life in Ellendale. He graduated from college in 1928 from St. Viater at 
Bourbonnais, IL. He was assigned to the School of Sacred Theology at 
the Catholic University of America. He was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 12, 1932, and received a Master of Arts Degree in Biology from 
Catholic University and a Master of Arts Degree from DePaul University 
in Chicago in education. He served as administrator and teacher at 
Cathedral Boys High School and Griffin High School in Chicago, ILforlS 
years. He died July 26, 1966. 

SISTER ROSE IMMACULA: Elizabeth Anne Brennan, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. D. J. Brennan, was born January 30, 1923 and attended 
Ellendale Public School through the first six grades. She completed her 
grade school work at Lisbon, ND, and graduated from Enderlin High 
School. She then attended St. Catherine’s University in St. Paul before 
entering the convent in her sophomore year. Following graduation. Sister 
Rose Immacula taught music in Le Suer, MN and Olivia, MN. She has 
also studied at College of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Conservatory of Music, 
Cincinnati, OH and the University of Minnesota. She is presently an 
instructor of vocal, piano and organ at St. Agatha’s Conservatory of 
Music in St. Paul. 


BROTHER MICAH: Although his decision to enter the religious life at 
the Blue Cloud Abbey at Marvin, SD came several years after he left 
Ellendale, Thomas Shonberger received his education in the Ellendale 
schools. His father, Robert Shonberger, was an instructor at the local 
college for many years. Brother Micah recently spent two years in 
Guatemala at the monastery in Coban, supervising young men studying 
in the local high school in preparation for study at the major seminary in 
Guatemala City. Since returning to Blue Cloud Abbey in early 1982 he 
has been appointed junior master there and he also works in the media 
center. 


In the past there have been several school boys from the parish who 
have attended the seminary, but none of these have gone into the 
priesthood. Presently we have two young men attending college at 
Cardinal Muench Seminary. As a parish we are hoping that both of them 
will be called to the priesthood. 
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ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Forbes 

There is no record of when the first Mass was celebrated. The early 
priests who visited the Forbes vicinity were the various pastors of 
Ellendale. Patrick Whelan was one of the first Catholic settlers in this 
area. 

St. Joseph’s became a Station shortly after Forbes was started. The 
nationality of the Catholic population was Irish so it was quite fitting to 
have Father O’Callaghan and Father Duffy as pastors. St. Joseph’s 
became a Mission about 1916 with 100 persons served by Father Berne 
of Ellendale. The first church was built in 1922 at a cost of $4,000 but 
there was a debt on it for $1500. 

As the Irish Catholics left the area the German Russians, who were 
Protestant, moved in to the area. When the Catholic population was 
reduced to one family and a few nominal ones it was imperative 
something be done to pay the remaining debt. Father Long had managed 
to pay $500 on the obligation. In 1928 the Bishop advised that the 
building be sold to the Emanuel Evangelical Congregation. The debt was 
paid and a small chapel, which was a remodeled schoolhouse, was 
purchased for about $1500. This served as their place of worship until 
Father Long, the Edgeley priest who conducted services, became ill. The 
Catholics then attended services at Ellendale. 


ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Monango 

The Catholic Mission at Monango was initially served by Father John 
C. Duffy from his Ellendale pastorate. 

Church records reveal that two 50’ x 140’ lots were purchased for 
$50.00. A church building was erected and completed in 1908 at a cost of 
$2400.00. Money was raised by subscription. The building was located 
one block north of the school. When the number of parishioners in the 
area decreased, the church was closed. The building was sold in 1948 
and it was used for numerous purposes until 1960 when it was razed and 
the lumber used by a local carpenter in his work. There was also a 
parsonage at Monango and this house is now located on the Bill 
Peterson farm. 

Catholics in the Monango area now attend services at Edgeley, 
Fullerton or Ellendale. 
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ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH 

Fullerton 

St. Patrick’s Church emerged from very humble beginnings. Prior to 
the 1920’s a priest from Ellendale celebrated Mass on an improvised 
altar in Kingsley Hall every other Saturday. Father R. V. Long served this 
mission from 1921 to 1940. He used to come to Fullerton every other 
Sunday, and finally every Sunday. A small church was constructed on 
the present B. C. Simek property. The depression of the 1930’s found the 
church filled with worshipers but their pocketbooks were rather empty. 
An addition to the church was thought necessary and it was built to the 
south of the structure. 

Father John L. McHugh, the resident priest at Ellendale, served the 
mission from 1940 to 1943. It was during this time the name “St. Patrick” 
was given to the church. Fr. McHugh was succeeded by Father Charles 
F. Veach. 

An influx of Catholic families once more brought thoughts of 
enlargement. With the erection of the present St. Helena’s in Ellendale 
the opportunity came to purchase their original structure. It was moved to 
Fullerton, put on a new foundation, new pews were purchased and other 
renovations made. The former church building was sold. The splendid 
enthusiasm and cooperation of the parishioners and the revenue from 
“God’s Acres” made it possible for St. Patrick’s to accomplish this 
project. 

In 1963, the Henry Sommer’s Hall (located just south of the church) 
was purchased to use as a parish center. 

The St. Patrick Ladies’ Catholic Circle was organized in 1934. It has 
its own chapter of the Archconfraternity of Christian Mothers, and regular 
monthly meetings are held. During the school year religion classes are 
taught by lay teachers on Sundays. Adult and senior high Bible study 
classes are conducted by the pastor. 

There are presently 30 families attending St. Patrick’s which is now 
served by Father Richard J. Gross of Ellendale. 
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FATHER R. V. LONG 



Fr. R. V. Long 


Robert Victor Long, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Long, was born Sept. 
4, 1888 at Hingham, Wl. He came to North Dakota with his parents in 
1900 and lived the remainder of his life in the Berlin and Edgeley areas. At 
the age of 15 he entered St. Mary’s College at Richardton, ND where he 
studied for five years. He completed the final six years of his seminary 
course at the Catholic Seminary in St. Paul, MN. He was ordained on 
June 3, 1915 as a priest for the Fargo Diocese and celebrated his first 
Mass June 7th at St. John’s Church at Berlin. 

His first assignment was as an assistant at St. James Church at 
Jamestown, where he spent one year. He was then appointed to the 
pastorship of the Edgeley Parish. This was then considered the poorest 
and most difficult parish in the diocese. It was also the largest parish, 
covering more than 5,000 square miles. In administering to his flock he 
traveled over the bare territory, first on foot and horseback, later by car, 
and lastly he piloted his own plane. He served the missions of St. 
Helena’s at Ellendale and St. Patrick’s at Fullerton from 1921 to 1940 until 
Ellendale became a parish of its own with Fr. McHugh as its resident 
pastor. 

He abhored debt and disliked the taxing of his parishioners 
unnecessarily. It was because of this dislike that he decided matters 
which involved a stern decision — those of debt and a heavy heart or no 
debt and a clear conscience. He weathered the drouth with his people 
and never turned a deaf ear to their trials and sorrows. 

Fr. Long was a vigorous young man. Those who knew him remember 
the comfort of his warmheartedness in sorrow and death and also the 
encouragement he rendered when others shared their happiness with 
him. His brow was furled but his face wore a smile. He put into action 
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many things words cannot express. His patience, charity, humility and 
obedience when severely tried were inspirations to everyone. 

Ill health forced him to retire. His death occurred on April 4,1949. The 
love and esteem felt by his fellowmen was expressed in the following 
quotation from his hometown newspaper: “He spent the best years of his 
life without promotion or honors as some have had; but he treasured the 
love, trust and respect of everyone. This blessing can come from only 
God who gives it to only those who have earned it.” 

May he rest in peace! 


OUR TRIBUTE 
TO FATHER VEACH 



“Before we knew him." 


Charles F. Veach was born at Wimbledon, ND on July 13,1913. He 
graduated from high school at St. John’s Academy in Jamestown, ND 
and received his theological training at St. John’s Seminary in 
Collegeville, MN. He was ordained as a priest for the Fargo Diocese May 
18, 1940 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo by the late Cardinal A. J. 
Muench. He served as assistant pastor for St. Mary’s Cathedral there for 
three years. 

He told the bishop he wanted a rural parish and was then informed he 
could go to Bisbee in the fall or Ellendale immediately. Fr. Veach chose 
Ellendale and offered his first Mass here August 15,1943. St. Helena’s 
Church was very small and so was the congregation, but he was 
determined to do something about both. He went to the Ellendale Bank to 
borrow money to get started but was informed he was a poor risk and was 
turned down. He then went to Frederick, SD to see if that bank would help 
him. From then on he did his banking there. 

Father Veach was a farmer at heart. When he was not performing his 
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priestly duties, you could find him on the tractor during the daylight hours ’ 
and long into the night. He purchased some land for the church and 
rented additional acreage. This was just one way he was to raise money 
to build his dream - a new church, rectory and parish center. He loved to 
get the farmers together with their equipment and put in the crop. There 
would be as many as twenty tractors with their plows, drills, drags and 
other machinery in his "Farming Bees”. They would start in the early 
morning. The women of the parish would prepare the food, take it out to 
the fields, spread newspapers on a flat bed to prepare the table and then 
serve the dinner to the hungry men. 

Father also planted 40 acres of potatoes one year. You wouldn’t 
believe how many spuds could be produced on a tract that size! He had 
so many potatoes stored in his basement he couldn’t get to the furnace to 
heat his house. He sold them to a Greek restaurant in Aberdeen. 
Sometimes he wore his farming clothes and then again he would be in his 
priestly black. Father didn’t know if that Greek owner ever did figure out 
where he had seen that man before. 

Father Veach and the Altar Society had a hamburger stand down 
town for three years. They would buy a whole beef and have it ground into 
hamburger. Every Saturday night hamburger sandwiches were sold for 
104 a piece. Everyone in the parish got to fry a hamburger at one time or 
another. Oh, yes! The ladies also made delicious pies. That lunch stand 
was busier than some of the local cafes! 

There were our annual fall suppers, everyone furnishing something 
and working together. People would grumble and complain but when the 
money was counted, it surely made the job worthwhile and made 
everyone feel so good. 

If there was anyway to make money, Fr. Veach knew about it. 
Lunches were served at auction sales, cars raffled, bazaars held with 
bingo, cake walks and a roulette wheel - the whole bit. One time there 
was a dinner at the church and there was a lot of food left. A couple of 
ladies loaded it in their car and headed for a rodeo at Whitestone 
Battlefield. They had it all set up and were selling a full plate of food for 
504, only to be told they couldn’t do it. Some one else had bought the 
rights to have his hot dog stand there. They packed up their food and 
waited. After the rodeo they set it up in a large tent and anyone who 
wished could eat and donate whatever they desired. 

There were many fun times, hard times, etc., in trying to raise money 
to get the church built and finished. Father knew a lot of people who 
would help with it also. These friends donated the paneling for the walls, 
tile for the floor, the altar and statues, tabernacle, holy water fonts, 
stations of the cross, candlesticks, and much, much more. Finally the 
new church was finished and part of Father’s dream had come true. 

The new rectory was built in 1966. The Catechetical Center was 
completed in 1973. The beautiful stained glass windows were installed in 
1975 and 1976. These projects completed his life-long dream. St. 
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Helena’s parishioners are happy to say that they had a part in helping Fr. 
Veach fulfill his great ambition. 

St. Helena’s of Ellendale was Fr. Veach’s first and only parish. He 
served as its pastor from 1943 until 1979 when he retired because of ill 
health. He is now living in Arizona where the weather doesn’t get down to 
30 degrees below zero as it does here. 

Fr. Veach loved people and people loved him, Protestants as well as 
Catholics. Many times after a heavy snowfall he would get on his big 
tractor with a snow scoop and would plow snow for whoever needed it 
most. 

Fr. Veach learned taxidermy by mail. He once had a stuffed owl which 
was set outside and when the crows emerged on it with vengence, it 
soon lost its head. He learned to replate gold and made his own chalice. 
Another of his hobbies was his ham radio operation. He would talk to his 
brother in California. A neighbor told him she didn't object to this hobby 
but asked Father not to call at a certain time as it interfered with her 
favorite TV program. He owned a metal turning lathe which was put to 
good use. Fr. Veach was an expert welder and made all his own repairs. 
There was also his three wheeler with the side-car which he used in his 
farming operation as well as for a little pleasure. The students at school 
can attest to that. 

Now it sounds like Fr. Veach was perfect but he wasn’t beyond 
making mistakes like everyone else. If he did, he’d have a logical reason; 
and if he didn’t have one, you can bet he’d think of something. He would 
carry on a conversation about everything you wished to talk about, such 
as religion, farming, taxidermy, gold replating, ham radio, sports, etc. One 
priest said, "Anyone that has so many books lying around about golf can 
not be all that bad!” 

So, Father Veach, we love you dearly for all your strong convictions 
and for what you did for all of us and our parish while you were serving us 
at St. Helena’s. 


May the good Lord bless you always, 
YOUR FORMER PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS 
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MESSAGE - Fr. Veach 

St. Helena’s Church and Ellendale are celebrating their 100th 
birthday. It is with great thanksgiving to God that He chose me to have 
spent over a third of that century working with you in doing His work. 

Looking back through the years I can see how Father Long, who 
spent many years working in several neighboring counties, kept alive the 
flame of faith. Like other pioneers, his hardships were many, his 
conveniences few. Cooperating with God’s graces he and the pioneers 
laid the foundation so we could build a working plant to further God’s 
plans for this Community. 

When I came, the need for material necessities was great. With His 
guidance and the cooperation of the people of this Community we set our 
aims high, rolled up our sleeves, so to speak, prayed diligently and dug in. 
He blessed our work. 

It would be impossible for me to name all those to whom I am most 
grateful: the men with the church farming, the boys who helped me in the 
fields, the men and women who actually got down on their knees and 
labored during the building period, the many activities we undertook to 
earn the necessary money needed which brought us closer to God and 
to each other, the people who loaned me money to meet the demands of 
building, those who steadily worked with me to keep the spiritual life of the 
Parish foremost, those who were unable to do manual work and had very 
little cash helped with their many prayers. It was a time when we carried 
out our Lord’s command “To love one another, as I love you". Proving, if 
we do what God wants, nothing is impossible. 

Now, I believe the era has come to St. Helena’s when the spiritual 
growth should be great. He has given you the material plant needed to 
use for Him. It is a troubled time for Christianity. The world, the flesh and 
the devil seem to be having a heydey. You cannot do it alone. The Holy 
Mass and the Rosary cannot fail you. He sent His Blessed Mother, six 
times in this century, to command that the Rosary be prayed, if we are to 
survive. Look into the message of Fatima. God never does anything idly, it 
is up to you to do His will. 

God has sent St. Helena’s Father Gross. Pray for him and work with 
him, so the next century may be even more pleasing to God than the last. 

I pray for St. Helena’s and St. Patrick’s at Fullerton, whom I hold very 
dear too. May God protect you and keep you in His graces, and may 
family life flourish and your children be blessed with the Faith, learned by 
them through your examples and teachings. May the faith and love of 
God be so strong that it will be carried on through the next century with 
even greater fervor than the past. 

May God Love You All! 

Father Veach 1943-1979 
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An outdoor Shrine modeled alter European Field and Cross¬ 
road Shrines. Solid aluminum Corpus. Woodwork of 
Appalachian Mahogany. A non-profit move to bring Christ into 
the countryside. Designed by Father Veach, Ellendale, North 
Dakota. Manufactured by Chas. Aberle, former parishioner. 
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THANK YOU 

By this booklet we give thanks to the former 
parishioners who helped build this parish and to the 
present members for their active participation. We also 
extend thanks to our active young people. Through 
them the faith will be carried into the next century. May it 
be a fervent faith! 

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

Maryin Strand, Chairman 
Liturgy Committee 
Choir Members 
Joe Fischer & C Y O - Float 
Walter Scherman & Altar Society - Food 
Karen Beringer - Reservations 
Bernadette McNeil - Advertising 
Rose Kitzinger - History 
Bernie Thielges - Program 
Toni Betting & Marian Diemert - Promotions 
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